Strange to say, it is just the time when in general there is a loosening of the reins of discipline and a lack of general supervision so that the child is now thrown more than ever upon his own resources, often without any guidance whatsoever.
develop, new friendships are formed. The soul is never so sensitive again. A breath of criticism hurts. A word of commendation helps. The work of the world is now seen in a way as never before, and with this comes the desire and the will to do. There is a longing for actual work and a distaste for the preparatory training of home and school. This is the most vital and difficult of all periods of child life after infancy, most fraught with danger and the severest test of parents and teachers.
Because of these changes, because of the value of child life and the danger at this time, the boy or girl now deserves the most careful study, and the most careful handling. There must be expert guidance and supervision to insure that the youth comes through this age successfully. Here is where men and women are made or marred.
Strange to say, it is just the time when in general there is a loosening of the reins of discipline and a lack of general supervision so that the child is now thrown more than ever upon his own resources, often without any guidance whatsoever.
A well-known writer upon educational topics has said, "One of (39) the blunders of civilized countries, a blunder that has led to an enormous increase in the number of youthful vagabonds and criminals, has been to neglect the adolescent, and to act as though there were a sharply defined line separating the child from the man, and that it is wise to care for the child systematically up to fourteen and then leave him abruptly and absolutely to the tender mercies of the factory and the street." It is generally considered that the child has arrived at the age of accountability and that he is now able to take care of himself. Because of this he is allowed the greatest freedom in thought and action which may later develop into wrong doing and often leads to a criminal life.
The average home has largely lost its authority over the child at this period. In this way only, it seems to me, will the boys and girls be held in school during this vital and dangerous age from fourteen to twenty.
It is high time that some organized efforts in all the various social institutions were made to care for boys and girls who are passing through this vital and dangerous age. There needs to be an awakening in the home so that it will give that protection and training which the home from its very nature must give. The Church must do very much more for boys and girls of this age than it ever has done in the past, both in a social way and in a moral and religious way. The missionary spirit must permeate the Church to such an extent that it will feel the responsibility of caring for the boys and girls of the community whether these children belong to its little group or not. The school,? and here lies the larger work,?must also be missionary in its spirit, and see to it that some effort is made to hold boys and girls in school both by making school life more attractive and more worth while, and by reaching out and helping those who by force of circumstances must leave school early in order to take up the struggle of life.
